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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  AN^TTErLD" 
PLAIN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  Report  upon  the  Health 
and  General  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District  for  the  year  1925. 

W.  M.  MORISON,  D.P.H. 


NATURAL  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ..  ...  ...  3.475 

Population  (Census  1921)...  ...  ...  '6,351 

Estimated  population  (1925)  ...  ...  17,750 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)...  ...  3, 1 74 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1925)  . . ...  3,588 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  3,546 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  ...  ..  .£63,637 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  .£240 

Population  estimated  by  Registrar  General  ...  17.070 

All  calculations  made  in  accordance  with  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate. 
Population  (Census)  1901  1911  1921 


12,481  16,552  16,351 


The  Annfield  Plain  Urban  District  includes  within  its  boundaries  the  Parishes 
ot  Collierley,  Kyo  and  Greencroft  Within.  It  was  constituted  an  Urban  District  in 
1896,  and  it  comprises  an  area  of  high  ground  varying  from  700  to  1,030  feet  above 
the  sea  level.  Pontop  Pike,  one  of  highest  points  in  the  County,  is  within  its  boundary. 

The  drainage  of  the  district  is  good,  as  the  land  slopes  into  valleys  on  three 
sides,  the  water  ultimately  being  carried  into  the  rivers  Tyne  and  Wear. 

The  soil,  mainly  clay  overlying  coal  measures  covers  the  greater  part  of  the 
District. 

Five  Collieries  operate  in  the  District,  with  others  immediately  outside  the 
boundary,  usually  giving  steady  employment  to  practically  all  the  able-bodied  men  in 
the  area.  Two  Collieries  were  however  closed  down  during  the  year,  one  owing  to  a 
trade  dispute,  the  other  due  to  re-arrangements,  and  as  a result  many  men  are  idle 
and  receiving  unemployment  benefit. 

The  number  of  Coal  Miners  in  the  District  at  the  last  Census  was  3,832. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  M.  F. 

{ nfef;rtee  :::  445  244  '%  1 Bi«h  R-  <R^>  - 26-° 

Deaths...  ...  ...  214  111  103  Death  Rate  (R.G.)  ...  12*5 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  j £rom  S^PS'S  •••  1 

7 s ^ I from  other  causes  3 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 

Legitimate  ...  112-36  Illegitimate  ...  67  Total  ...  119-1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  , ...  ...  4 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  7 

The  following  Table  gives  the  averages  of  the  births  and  deaths,  &c.,  for  the 
County  in  comparison  with  those  of  the  District. 


County. 

Annfield  Plain. 

Birth-rate 

(per  1,000  population) 
23-98 

26-0 

Death-rate  ... 

12-64 

125 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1 03 

I'O 

Small  Pox 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-05 

Oil 

Diphtheria  ... 

0-05 

0"I  1 

Enteric  Fever 

002 

nil 

Measles 

0-46 

0-23 

Whooping  Cough 

0-19 

o-i  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

0-27 

0-41 

Phthisis  death-rate 

o-88 

0-47 

Influenza 

0-29 

0 29 

Acute  Respiratory  diseases 

2 31 

2-40 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  ... 

99  per  1000  births 

119-10 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  18-3. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  12-2. 

The  Birth-rate,  it  will  he  noticed,  is  higher  than  that  of  the  County  average, 
while  the  Death-rate  has  also  a slight  advantage,  but  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  this 
year  higher  than  for  the  past  few  years. 

This  unfortunate  mortality-rate  we  are  forced  to  attribute  to  a want  of  know- 
ledge and  sometimes  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  mother  in  feeding  her  child,  and 
to  the  absence  of  a due  sense  of  the  importance  of  absolute  cleanliness  and  exactitude 
in  the  preparation  of  the  food.  Unhygienic  surroundings  and  overcrowding  also  are 
contributary  causes. 
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Many  mothers  unfortunately  cannot,  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  daily 
domestic  duties,  occasioned  by  the  day  and  night  shifts  of  the  male  workers,  receive 
time  either  day  or  night  for  the  physiological  amount  of  rest  which  nature  claims  at 
the  child  bearing  period  and  the  child,  as  a result,  comes  into  the  world  either  deformed, 
debilitated  or  prematurely. 


The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  Deaths  and  the  Death-rate  for  the 
previous  five  years. 


No.  of  Deaths. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

1921 

259 

15*36 

1922 

208 

12*24 

1923 

205 

12  06 

r Q24 

185 

10-90 

1925 

214 

12-50 

Infant  Mortality. 

No.  o^  Deaths.  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births. 

1921  ...  66  13000 

1922  ...  43  105-10 

1923  ...  35  80-46 

1924  ...  45  96-80 

1925  ...  53  119-10 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  Births  and  the  Birth  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population  for  the  previous  five  years 


No.  of  Births. 

Birth-rate  per 

1921 

507 

30-07 

1922 

409 

24-06 

1923 

419 

25-59 

1924 

465 

27-40 

1925 

445 

26-0 

Relief. 

Statement  of  relief  disbursed  in  the  Parishes  of  Collierley,  Kyo  and  Greencroft 
Within  for  12  months  ending  31st  March,  1926. 


Ordinary. 

Collierley  ...  £3,995  2 2 

Kyo  ...  3,219  7 7 

Greencroft  Within  123  17  3 


Unemployment. 
.£6,016  13  o 
3.771  1 4 

850  6 7 


£17,967  7 18 


Total. 

£10,011  15  2 

6,990  8 1 1 

974  3 10 


£7, 338  7 o 


£10,638  o 11 
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Cases  of  Death  in  Annfield  Plain  Urban  District,  1925. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

hi 

103 

1 Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 Small-pox 

3 Measles 

4 

4 Scarlet  fever  ... 

1 

5 Whooping-cough 

i 

1 

6 Diphtheria 

i 

1 

7 Influenza 

3 

2 

8 Encephalitis  lethargica 

9 Meningococcal  meningitis  ...  ... 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

i 

7 

11  Other  tubercular  diseases  ... 

5- 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

3 

5 

13  Rheumatic  Fever 

i 

14  Diabetes 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

8 

4 

16  Heart  disease  ... 

T3 

10 

17  Arterio-sclerosis 

s 

3 

18  Bronchitis 

6 

9 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

9 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

I 

22  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

4 

3 

23  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis... 

24  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

4 

26  Puerperal  sepsis 

1 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  preg- 
nancy and  parturition  ... 

3 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation, 
premature  birth 

12 

14 

29  Suicide 

I 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence ... 

3 

2 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

22 

22 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Total 

30 

23 

Illegitimate  .. 

2 

1 

Total  Births 

233 

212 

Legitimate  ... 

224 

199 

Illegitimate 

9 

A3 

Population 

17 

070 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals. 

Annfield  Plain  Council  forms  one  of  the  constituent  authorities  of  the  Lan- 
chester  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

There  are  four  hospitals  under  the  Board’s  control,  viz.  : — 

T onfield,  Leadgate  and  Langley  Park  for  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  enteric 
cases,  &c.,  and  Howden  Bank  for  small  pox.  All  these  are  outside  the  Urban 
District  but  conveniently  near. 

The  hospital  accommodation  except  during  severe  epidemics,  is  ample  for  the 
area  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

There  are  no  general  hospitals  in  your  area,  Newcastle  and  Durham  being  the 
nearest  towns  to  which  patients  may  be  sent.  Severe  accidents  are  usually  sent  to  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

Maternity  cases  may  be  sent  to  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill,  where  the  County 
Council  provide  a certain  number  of  beds  for  obstetric  cases. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  or  homeless 
children  dees  not  exist  in  the  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities.— Infectious  diseases  are.  removed  to  Hospital  by  Motor 
Ambulance,  two  up-to-date  Ambulances  have  been  provided  by  the  Lanchester  Hospital 
Board  for  the  use  of  its  constituent  authorities.  Patients  are  thus  removed  very 
expeditiously  and  comfortably.  One  Ambulance  is  reserved  for  the  conveyance  of 
Smallpox  patients  to  Hospital. 

The  larger  Collieries  provide  Ambulances  for  their  own  workmen  in  case  of 
accidents,  and  some  of  the  smaller  ones  combine  for  the  same  purpose.  The  general 
public  may  have  the  use  of  these  Ambulances  by  paying  a small  fee. 

Clinics,  &c. — There  is  one  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  for  consulta- 
tion and  treatment  in  the  District,  established  and  controlled  by  the  County  Council. 

School  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Co'uncil,  the  nearest  being  situated 
at  Consett,  and  the  nearest  Tuberculosis  dispensary  at  Stanley.  Patients  from  your 
District  go  to  these  centres.. 

The  nearest  Venereal  centres  are  at  Durham  and  Newcastle. 
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Public  Health  Officers. 

Staff. — Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

| Sanitary  Inspector  I ( h , [ime) 

( Meat  Inspector  j ' ' 


Nursing,  &c. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — A Nursing  Association  has  been  recently 
established  in  the  District,  and  in  the  meantime  only  two  Nurses  are  employed  for 
general  nursing.  The  Association  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 

Midwives. — Two  Certified  Midwives  practice  in  the  District  under  the  authority 
of  the  Local  Nursing  Association.  A contribution  towards  their  salaries  is  made  by 
the  County  Council. 

With  the  exception  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  Nurses  of  the  local  Nursing 
Association,  no  nursing  provision  is  made  by  you  for  either  general  or  infectious 
diseases. 

The  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  County  Council  may  be  requisitioned, 
with  the  consent  of  the  County  Council,  should  the  necessity  arise. 


Adoptive  Acts. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  the  District,  viz.  : — 

1 —  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Sections  3 and  4. 

2 —  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  2,  3,  4 and  5. 

3 —  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Part  vii,  Section  86  (Police). 

4 —  Housing  of  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  Sections  1.  2 and  3. 

5 -Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

6 —  Public  Libraries  Act. 

7 —  Bath  and  Wash-houses  Acts. 

Bye-Laws : — 

1 —  New  Streets  and  Buildings 

2 —  Slaughter  Houses. 

3 —  Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

4 —  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

5 —  Cleansing  of  Footpaths,  Ashpits,  &c. 

6 —  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops, 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

There  is  no  complaint  against  the  purity  of  the  water  supplied  to  your  district. 
The  water  is  soft,  devoid  of  plumbo-solvent  action,  and  is  collected  chiefly  from  upland 
moorland  or  fells,  far  removed  from  contamination  of  sewerage  or  deleterious  organic 
decomposing  matter. 

The  supply  is  constant,  but  a rainless  or  snowless  winter  or  a continuance  of 
dry  seasons  has  produced  more  than  once  a “ water  famine,”  owing  to  the  absence  of 
sufficient  storage  ponds.  This  should  not  be,  as  a large  industrial  community  depends 
entirely  upon  this  source.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  County  Water  Board  will  see 
to  it  that  reservoirs  are  constructed  sufficiently  large  to  impound  a supply  of  water 
equal  to  the  needs  ot  the  Community  depending  upon  them. 

Our  geographical  position  is  pretty  high — between  700  and  800  feet  above  sea 
level — and  in  “ famine  ” time,  we  always  experienced  the  shortage  of  water  first,  and 
were  the  last  to  be  relieved  of  our  discomlort.  An  unlimited  supply  of  water  is  an 
absolute  necessity  in  order  to  ensure  the  health  of  the  Community. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  drainage  system  of  the  area  seems  to  be  satisfactory  so  far,  but  it  is 
probable,  owing  to  the  increase  of  houses  with  the  water-carriage  system  in  each,  that 
the  mains  may  become  insufficient  for  their  purpose  and  the  outfall  works,  two  of 
which  are  in  operation,  may  have  to  be  enlarged.  But  that  is  a question  for  the  near 
future. 


Waterclosets. 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Total  number  of  W.C.’s 

789 

1,258 

b3 1 2 

1,385 

i,555 

do.  Ash-closets 

1,009 

1,280 

IT77 

i,i73 

1,087 

do.  Ash-pit  Privies 

1,201 

500 

467 

445 

445 

do.  Ashbins  (movable) 

5i 

5i 

58 

60 

60 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  comparisons  that  the  water  carriage  system,  if  not 
rapidly,  is  at  any  rate  being  introduced  when  an  opportunity  presents  itself,  and  that 
the  objectionable  ashpit  privies  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  correspondingly  decreasing 
in  numbers. 
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Scheme  for  Conversion  of  Privies  to  Water-closets  : — 

(1)  — Half  costs  to  be  paid  only  in  respect  to  Ash-closets. 

(2)  — Costs  incurred  by  Owners  for  repairs  or  alterations  to  Ash-closets,  other  than 

conversion,  not  to  be  entertained. 

(3)  — The  conversion  to  Water-closets  to  be  carried  out  strictly  according  to  Council's 

specification. 

(4)  — Two  competitive  tenders  must  be  submitted. 

(5)  — On  completion  of  the  work,  contractors  accounts  must  be  submitted  to  the 

Council. 

Owners  desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  this  offer  should  notify  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  writing,  from  whom  all  particulars  can  be  received. 


It  is  hoped  that  property  owners  in  the  District  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
above  offer,  as  the  water-carriage  system  is  undoubtedly  a sanitary  necessity  in  any 
well-ordered  household. 


Scavenging, 

A complete  system  of  Scavenging  the  District  is  now  in  force  and  complaints, 
as  compared  with  previous  years,  are  negligible.  The  work  is  now  carried  on  by  your 
own  employees,  and  each  year  sees  an  improvement  in  the  daily  expedition  of  the  work 
and  attention  given  to  details.  The  carts  are  kept  much  cleaner,  and  the  covers  added 
recently  is  certainly  an  improvement  and  prevents,  in  windy  weather,  the  contents  of 
the  carts  from  being  blown  about  to  the  annoyance  of  pedestrians.  In  past  years  the 
passing  of  these  ash  carts  along  the  streets  were  a positive  offence  to  the  eye  and  nose 
of  pedestrians.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  should  be,  and  I note  the  general  improve- 
ment in  the  Scavenging  department  with  pleasure. 

The  new  “tip”  in  the  New  Kyo  area  will  be  a decided  advantage,  not  only 
from  its  accessibility  and  its  large  holding  capacity,  but  from  its  saving  to  the  com- 
munity. It  will  last  for  probably  20  years.  The  cost  per  week  for  each  house  for  the 
removal  of  refuse  is  less  than  threepence. 
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Summary  of  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the 
year  1925 


Number  of 

Number  of 
Formal 

Number  cf 
Informal 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

abated  after 
Notice. 

Notices  by 
Order  of 

written 
Notices  by 

Generae  Remarks. 

Authority. 

Inspector. 

[ Foul  conditions  ... 

9 

9 

Defective  spouting,  walls, 

Dwelling  houses  \ 

windows,  floors,  etc. 

and  < Structural  defects 

Schools  ) 

70 

66 

( Overcrowding 

331 

21 

Allocated  Council  houses. 

Lodging-houses  ... 

nil 

nil 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ... 

1 2 

12 

1 cowshed  demolished. 

Cowsheds 

16 

I 

16 

New  windows,  floors,  etc. 

Bakehouses 

nil 

nil 

Slaughter-houses...  ...  ... 

nil 

nil 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

29 

26 

Repairs  and  conversions. 

Deposits  ot  Refuse  and  Manure 

8 

8 

Waterclosets 

35 

35 

Defective  W.C.  basins,  etc. 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

4 

4 

( Defective  Traps 

10 

9 

House  j No  Disconnection 

12 

Inspection  chambers. 

Drainage  j from  Sewers... 

12 

Drains  relaid,  etc. 

( Other  Faults  

60 

I 

57 

Supplies  to  W.Cs. 

Water  Supply 

7 

7 

Pigsties 

nil 

nil 

Animals  Improperly  Kept... 

9 

9 

Offensive  Trades... 

nil 

nil 

Smoke  Nuisances 

nil 

nil 

Other  Nuisances 

10 

10 

Totals... 

622 

2 

296 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is  satisfactory  and  the  Inspector  has  had 
no  cause  to  complain.  The  Schools  are  supplied  with  a plentiful  quantity  of  water 
directly  from  the  mains.  One  School  was  disinfected  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING, 


In  order  to  form  an  approximate  idea  as  to  the  number  of  houses  required 
within  the  next  fifteen  years  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  District,  a complete 
survey  has  been  made,  as  requested  by  your  Council,  and  the  result  embodied  in  the 
tabular  statement  below. 

Assuming  that  the  District  remains  much,  as  at  present  re  population,  the  build- 
ing of  40  houses  per  annum,  spread  over  the  15  years,  would  be  as  accurate  as  it  is 
possible  to  judge,  but  should  some  of  the  collieries  be  closed  down,  as  it  is  probable 
some  will  be  within  that  period,  with  the  result  that  many  of  the  population  would 
migrate  elsewhere,  the  outlook  as  to  building  would  change  and  your  plans  would 
become  modified.  On  the  other  hand  the  probability  is  that  the  population  may  be 
augmented  by  an  influx  of  population  due  to  the  development  of  the  neighbouring  coal 
fields.  Were  your  scheme  not  adequate  to  meet  an  emergency  of  this  kind  it  is  possible 
and  very  probable  that  private  enterprise,  which  has  been  somewhat  more  active 
recently,  would  make  up  any  shortage  under  your  contemplated  progressive  scheme, 
and  also  compensate  for  the  demolition  of  houses  now  considered  unfit  for  occupation. 
Therefore,  taking  the  426  houses  overcrowded  (that  is  taking  two  occupants  to  one 
room  as  a basis)  and  183,  the  number  estimated  to  be  overcrowded  due  to  sub-letting 
(sub-letting  per  se  does  not  connote  overcrowding)  making  in  all  609,  this  divided  by 
15  gives  40  houses  practically  per  annum  for  15  years.  Balancing  all  the  probabilities 
this  is  as  accurate  an  estimate  as  can  now  be  formed  for  a scheme  stretching  over  the 
next  15  years. 


Summary  of  the  Housing  Survey, 

1925 


Number  of  Houses 

Houses  of  1 Room,  2 Rooms,  3 Rooms, 


• • 3,588. 

4 Rooms,  5 Rooms, 
887  657 


6 Rooms  and 


over, 

162 


1 1 


917 


954 


Overcrowding, 

426 


Sublet, 

366 


Privies, 

b532 


Baths, 

646 


Water  Closets, 

b555 


Population  estimated  to  be  17,750. 
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NORTH  WARD. 


1.  Dipton  Polling  District  ...  ...  Parish  of  Collierley. 

2.  Flint  Hill  Polling  District  ...  ...  „ „ 

3.  Flint  Hill  Polling  District  ...  ...  „ ,, 

HOUSES. 

1,117. 


Room,  2 Rooms,  3 Rooms,  4 Rooms, 
4 317  308  307 


5 Rooms,  6 and  over, 
138  43 


Overcrowding, 

157 


Sublet, 
1 77 


Privies, 

594 


Baths,  Water  Closets, 

197  373 


CENTRAL  WARD. 


1. 

2. 

3- 

4- 


Catchgate  Polling  District 
Greencroft  Cottages  District 
Hare  Law  District 
West  Kyo  District 


Parish  of  Collierley. 

,,  Greencroft  Within. 

Kyo. 

,,  Kyo. 


Total  number  of  occupied  houses,  1,166. 


Room, 

2 


2 Rooms,  3 Rooms, 

4 Rooms, 

5 Rooms, 

6 and  over, 

285  290 

334 

200 

55 

Overcrowding, 

Sublet, 

152 

96 

Privies, 

384 


Baths, 

214 


Water  Closets, 
620 


SOUTH  WARD. 


1.  Annfield  Plain  Polling  District...  Parish  of  Kyo. 

2.  Kyo  Laws  Polling  District  ...  ,,  Kyo. 

3.  Clavering  „ „ ...  ,,  Greencroft  Within. 


Total  number  oi  occupied  houses,  1,335. 
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I Room, 
5 


2 Rooms,  3 Room, 
315  356 


4 Rooms,  5 Rooms, 
246  319 


6 or  over, 
64 


Overcrowding, 

11 7 


Sublet, 

93 


Privies,  Baths, 

554  165 


Water  Closets, 
562 


Number  of  houses  erected  and  occupied  in  the  previous  5 years  : — 

1921  ...  31 

1922  ...  1 1 5 

1923  ...  19 

1924  ...  . 10 

1925  ...  201 

Total  ...  376 

The  following  particulars  re  the  Housing  activity  of  your  Council  has  kindly 
been  supplied  by  the  Clerk  : — 

During  the  past  five  years  the  following  have  been  the  activities  of  the  Council 
in  relation  to  housing  : — 

Houses  erected  by  the  Council.  Assisted  Scheme : 

New  Ewehurst  ...  90 

Catchgate  ...  ...  49 

Housing  Financial  Provisions  Act,  1924  : 

Catchgate  ...  ...  67 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1925  the  Council  had  made  advances  to  builders  under 
Section  5 of  the  Housing  Act,  1923,  in  respect  of  35  houses,  and  the  loans  have  been 
transferred  to  the  purchasers  of  the  houses.  Altogether  over  ;£j  4.000  has  been  lent 
in  this  way.  Loans  have  also  been  granted  in  two  cases  under  the  Small  Dwellings 
Acquisition  Act  for  the  acquisition  of  existing  houses. 

In  addition,  the  Council  has  granted  a subsidy  of  ^75  each  in  respect  of  37 
houses.  The  thirty-five  mentioned  above  are  included  in  that  number. 

The  Council  had  also  a scheme  on  hand  at  the  31st  December,  1925,  for  the 
erection  of  six  houses  for  sale  on  the  West  Kyo  Estate. 

Since  September,  T920,  till  the  end  of  1925,  the  Occupiers  of  1,823  houses 
have  been  afforded  a supply  of  electricity  and  the  use  of  such  energy  for  domestic 
purposes  is  being  encouraged  in  every  possible  way. 
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Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — - 

Under  Housing  Acts  1919,  1923  or  1924,  with  state  assistance  : — 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  . $7 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  45 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  without  state  assistance  ...  99 

1 —  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  ot  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  154 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  84 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  t<5J  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonable 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  7° 

2 —  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective,  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  66 

3 —  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  Housing , Town  Planning , Etc., 

Act , 79/9. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : — 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ..  ...  Nil 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  become  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  Owners  intention  to  close  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  70 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : — 

( a ) By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing , Town 

Planning , Etc.,  Act,  igog. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 

closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  FOOD. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 


Cowsheds. 

Dairymen. 

Purveyors  of  Milk. 

14 

3 

16 

Milk* 

The  quality  of  the  milk  produced  inside  and  that  imported  from  outside  your 
area  is  wholesome  and  up  to  the  standard,  no  complaints  having  been  made  in  respect 
of  the  milk  being  otherwise.  The  supply  is  fairly  plentiful. 

No  licences  have  been  applied  for  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  milk  under  special 
designation,  nor  has  any  action  been  found  necessary  with  regard  to  tuberculous  milk 
or  cattle. 


Slaughter  Houses. 


1920 

January,  1925 

December,  1925 

Registered 

0 

0 

0 

Licensed 

9 

9 

9 

Total 

9 

9 

9 

These  places  are  visited  regularly  and  are  usually  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
It  is  also  a pleasure  to  state  that  every  facility  is  given  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
inspect  the  places  and  the  carcases. 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ...  ...  61 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food  ...  nil. 
Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  nil. 


The  number  of  Animals  slaughtered  for  consumption  in  the  district  was  : — 


Beasts 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Meat  (Frozen) 


1,009 

1.934 

662 

2,191  Quarters. 


n 


The  following  is  a list  of  meat,  &c  , condemned  and  destroyed  during  the 
year,  viz., 


Pork 

English  Beef  ) 
Imported  Meat  j 
Livers  ... 
Stomachs 
Lungs  ... 

Hearts  ... 

Heads  ... 


lbs. 

249 

537 

4 r 
5 

13  pairs 

5 

1 1 


The  above  articles  of  food  were  either  Tuberculous  or  unsound  in  other  respects. 
This  certainly  is  a large  quantity  of  food  condemned,  but  it  indicates  very  forcibly  how 
much  supervision  is  required  to  saleguard  the  health  of  the  community. 


Meat  Inspection. 

Under  the  new  meat  regulations  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
inspect  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  upon  receipt  of  three  hours  notice.  To 
do  this  in  a district  such  as  ours  would  probably  occupy  three  parts  of  the  Inspector’s 
time,  as  slaughtering  commences  on  Monday,  at  9 a.m.,  and  is  carried  on  each  day  up 
to  Friday,  at  1 p.m.  About  50%  of  the  animals  are  examined 


All  the  Cowsheds  in  the  District  have  been  inspected  in  detail,  many  of  them 
were  found  to  be  in  a most  unsatisfactory  condition.  Few  of  these  places  were  built 
on  approved  lines,  and  therefore  reconstruction  in  many  cases,  in  order  to  ensure 
clean  and  healthy  milk,  be-ing  necessary. 

The  following  improvements  are  the  result  of  action  taken. 

1.  LOUD  FARM. 

The  old  buildings  that  were  used  as  cowsheds  at  this  farm  have  all  been 
demolished,  and  a new  building  erected  on  most  improved  methods,  to  hold  twenty-four 
animals,  and  is  a distinct  credit  to  the  owners  and  all  concerned. 

2.  PONTOP  HALL  FARM. 

The  old  buildings  here  were  also  demolished,  and  a new  building  erected  with 
standings  for  sixteen  animals,  this  building  also  is  up-to-date  in  every  way. 

3.  RASINSIDE. 

This  building  was  paitly  used  as  a cowshed  and  partly  for  other  purposes,  and 
occupied  by  four  animals,  the  floors  of  brick,  lighting  and  ventilation  defective,  also 
drainage. 

The  interior  has  been  completely  removed  and  remodelled  on  the  same  lines  as 
No.  1,  only  on  a smaller  scale  and  will  now  house  nine  animals,  and  is  up-to-date  in 
every  way. 
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4.  LOUD  BANK. 

This  building  was  of  wood  with  brick  floor,  ventilation  and  lighting  defective. 

The  side  wall  is  now  of  concrete  slabs,  the  interior  rearranged,  with  lighting 
and  ventilation  improved,  and  cement  floor. 

5.  RIDING  HILLS  FARM. 

Lighting  of  the  building  improved  and  proper  feeding1  troughs,  etc,,  provided. 

6.  HARE  LAW  FARM. 

This  building  has  been  raised,  and  the  whole  of  the  interior  removed  and 
remodelled  to  give  sufficient  light  and  ventilation,  cement  floor  was  provided  together 
with  cement  rendering  of  walls. 

7.  CATCHGATE. 

A small  building  for  four  animals,  the  interior  was  rearranged  to  improve  ven- 
tilation and  lighting  of  same. 

8.  GREENCROFT. 

Two  small  buildings  of  which  the  interior  was  removed  and  rearranged  to 
improve  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  new  cement  floors  provided. 

9.  KYO  WEST  HOUSE. 

This  building  was  also  rearranged  to  improve  the  lighting  and  ventilation,  and 
a cement  floor  provided  to  replace  existing  one  of  brick. 

xo.  CARMYERS. 

A rearrangement  of  standage  of  standings  has  been  carried  out,  also  a drainage 
scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  farm  buildings. 

11.  PONTOP  PIKE. 

The  lighting  of  this  building  has  been  improved  and  new  cement  floor  provided. 

12.  EAST  CASTLE. 

The  lighting  and  ventilation  of  this  building  has  been  improved,  also  a cement 
floor  provided  to  replace  existing  one  of  bricks. 

Apart  from  these  improvements,  three  of  the  old  type  of  wood  buildings  have 
been  demolished. 

The  whole  of  this  work  has  been  carried  out  without  having  to  resort  to  the 
service  of  Statutory  Notices  by  the  Council. 
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1 -Inspection  of  Factories , Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises. 

1 

Inspections. 

2 

Number  of 

Written  Notices. 
3 

Prosecutions. 

4 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

5 

I 

nil 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

12 

nil 

nil 

Workplaces 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total 

17 

i 

nil 

2-Defects  found  in  Factories,  Worshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

1 

Ni 

Found. 

4 

imber  of  Defe 
Remedied. 

3 

cts 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 
4 

Number  of 
of 

Prosecutions. 

5 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

( insufficient 

Sanitary  accommodation  J unsuitable  or  def’tive 
( not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
Other  offences 

nil 

I 

nil 

1! 

I 

nil 

nil 

1 

nil 

” 

Total 

I 

i 

nil 

nil 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  and  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Diseases  reported  during  the  Year  1925. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

4 

4 

O 

Scarlet  Fever 

124 

11 7 

2 

Diphtheria 

50 

49 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

1 

I 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

26 

0 

7 

Ophthalmia 

6 

0 

0 

Chicken  Pox 

142 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

12 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

0 

0 

Number  of  Notifiable  Diseases  reported  for  the  previous  5 years. 


Disease. 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Total. 

Chicken  Pox 

0 

0 

1 

7 

142 

150 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

62 

37 

72 

181 

124 

4«3 

Diphtheria 

63 

49 

74 

1 10 

50 

346 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

0 

1 

2 

0 

7 

Ophthalmia,  &c. 

4 

12 

16 

7 

6 

45 

Erysipelas 

15 

1 1 

13 

18 

12 

69 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

16 

8 

28 

16 

26 

94 

Total  .. 

171 

1 1 7 

205 

34i 

1 ■'d- 
1 vO 
CO 

1 198 
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Notifiable  Diseases  reported  in  1923. 


Analysis  of  the  total  cases  under  all  groups. 


Disease. 

Total. 

Under  1 year 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

m 

12 

15 

18 

12 

37 

48 

Diphtheria 

50 

2 

5 

4 

12 

13 

6 

5 

3 

Erysipelas 

12 

1 

4 

2 

5 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

26 

1 

5 

1 

5 

6 

2 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

124 

3 

6 

11 

12 

13 

35 

20 

15 

8 

1 

Small  Pox 

4 

2 

2 

Total  ... 

361 

15 

22 

31 

30 

54 

100 

37 

26 

25 

9 

12 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

2 

l 

... 

1 

5 

1 

10 

2 

1 

15 

1 

1 

4 

20 

1 

*1 

1. 

1 

1 

25 

... 

2 

1 

2 

35 

2 

4 

2 

2 

... 

45 

1 

1 

55 

...  1 

65 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

6 

6 

6 

8 

2 

7 

4 
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T.  B.  Cases  Reported,  and  Deaths  during  the  previous  5 Years. 


1921 

23 

Deaths  24 

1922 

26 

„ H 

1923 

3i 

„ 28 

1924 

1 7 

„ 10 

1925 

26 

» !3 

Total  ... 

, 123 

89 

The  nearest  Dispensary  is  situated  in  Stanley  and  many  patients  attend  there. 
Many  patients  also  accept  Sanatorium  treatment. 

There  is  no  complaint  generally  in  regard  to  the  prompt  notification  of 
Tubercular  Disease  by  the  local  practitioners.  Some  patients,  suspecting  themselves 
to  be  suffering  from  phthisis,  refrain,  until  their  condition  becomes  much  graver,  from 
consulting  a medical  man  because  of  the  restrictions  placed  upon  their  movements  and 
a fear  of  having  their  suspicion  confirmed. 


Bacteriological  Examinations, 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  specimens  sent  in  by  medical 
practitioners  in  the  District  for  examinations  during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the 
arrangement  made  between  the  C.C.  and  the  Durham  C.  of  Medicine. 


Number  of 

RESULTS. 

Specimens 

Submitted. 

Positive 

N egative 

Inconclusive 

Diphtheria 

39 

3 

36 

0 

Phthisis  (sputum) 

33 

6 

27 

0 

Totals 

72 

9 

63 

0 

Bacteriological  examination  of  blood,  sputum  and  excretions  of  patients  is  of 
the  greatest  value  in  clearing  up  the  diagnosis  of  doubtful  cases  of  certain  infectious 
diseases. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  only  is  issued  to  the  practitioners  in  the  district, 

The  Schick  and  Dick  tests  have  not  been  tried  in  the  District,  nor  have  the 
artificial  methods  of  immunization  against  infectious  diseases. 
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All  smallpox  cases  when  reported  are  promptly  removed  to  Hospital,  and  all 
“contacts  ” vaccinated,  and  kept  under  observation  for  at  least  16  days.  Bedding,  &c., 
is  also  removed  and  disinfected  by  means  of  a powerful  steam  disinfector,  which  is  part 
of  the  equipment  of  the  Hospital. 

Chicken  Pox  was  made  a notifiable  disease  for  a a period  of  six  months  from 
the  28th  of  February.  After  the  expiration  of  the  period  it  was  renewed. 

No  Vaccinations  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public 
Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917.  The  services  of  the  Public 
Vaccinator  were  requisitioned  and  many  “ contacts  ” were  vaccinated  by  their  own 
medical  attendant. 

Deaths  from  Influenza  for  the  past  five  years  are  as  follows  : — 

1921,  1 ; 1922,  10;  1923,  2 ; 1924,  4;  1925,  5.  Total,  22. 

Influenza  is  a most  infectious  disease,  and  it  is  the  not  unusual  thing  for  every 
member  of  a household  to  contract  it  if  once  it  enters  the  house.  The  inmates  of  badly 
ventilated  houses  are  more  prone  to  fall  victims  to  this  disease,  and  from  these  come 
the  greatest  toll  of  life. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


1921 

4 

Treated  at 
home. 

4 

Vision 

unimpaired. 

4 

1922 

1 2 

12 

1 2 

1923 

16 

16 

16 

1924 

7 

7 

7 

1925 

6 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

45 

45 

45 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed 

168 

Three  sets  of  bedclothes 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 

165 

destroyed  by  burning. 

Schools  do.  do. 

1 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons 

or  things 

Nil 

Convictions  for  do.  do.  do. 

Nil 
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The  homes  from  which  notifiable  diseases  are  reported  are  visited  as  early  as 
possible  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  order  to  give  instructions  with  regard  to  disin- 
fecting rooms,  clothing  and  furniture,  &c. 


Soap,  water,  sunlight  and  pure  air  are  insisted  upon  as  the  most  potent  disin- 
fectants, while  spraying  with  volatile  disinfectants  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspector. 
Crude  disinfectants  are  also  provided  for  outside  use,  but  emphasis  is  laid  on  the  fact 
that  these  chemicals  will  not  perform  miracles  without  the  assistance  of  the  above 
artificial  and  natural  forces.  But  above  all  a true  sense  of  cleanliness,  especially 
when  inculcated  in  youth,  is  the  most  effective  protection  against  dirt  and  infection. 

W.  M.  MORISON,  D.P.H. 

April,  1926.  M.O.H. 


